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Piedmont Electric

Durham Technical Community 
College’s (DTCC) Snow Hill Road 
Campus has received a rebate 
totalling more than $7,000 from 
Piedmont Electric for recent en-
ergy efficiency commercial lighting 
upgrades.  

The Cooperative worked with 
DTCC’s Richard McKown, Direc-
tor of Facility Services, to conduct 
the review of the lighting upgrades 
planned for the schools facilities.  

The lighting upgrades are ex-
pected to save more than 18,000 
kilowatt-hours (kWh) per month 
for the DTCC campus.  

The project consists primarily 
of upgrading T-12 lighting fixtures 
with more energy efficient T-8 fix-
tures. Occupancy lighting sensors 

were also installed as part of this 
lighting upgrade project.  

Don Wheeler, Chief Electrician 
with DTCC, performed the work 
associated with the lighting project. 

 “Helping Durham Technical 
Community College offset the cost 
of its energy efficiency commercial 
lighting project with this rebate 
allows Piedmont Electric to give 
back to our schools, continuing 
our commitment to the commu-
nity we serve,” said the Coopera-
tive’s CEO R. G. Brecheisen.

Piedmont Electric’s commercial 
lighting rebate program has special 
terms and conditions. Members 
need to contact the Cooperative 
prior to making upgrades to en-
sure compliance with our rebate 
program. 

Business members must submit 
a rebate application which lists  
existing conditions in the facility 
along with the planned changes 
identifying the energy reductions.  

Members interested in learn-
ing more about the commercial 
lighting rebate program can con-
tact Jay Berry, Energy Analyst, at 
800.222.3107. 

Richard McKown, left, 
DTCC Director of Facil-
ity Services,and Don 
Wheeler, DTCC  Chief 
Electrician, far right, 
accept a lighting re-
bate check from Chuck 
Lee, Piedmont Electric 
Director of Marketing, 
and Jay Berry, Energy 
Analyst.

Lighting Rebate Helps DTCC

The winners of Piedmont Elec-
tric’s “Show Us Your Power” music 
video contest have been named,  
and the grand prize winner of 
$500 went to Pathways Elemen-
tary in Hillsborough for its video, 
“Pure Energy.” 

Submitted by teachers David 
O’Neal and Wayne Wilson, the 
video showed the wide scope of 
how electricity impacts our daily 
lives and the importance of using 
energy wisely.  

The school plans to use the 
money to buy equipment and props 
for next year’s musical productions.

Stoney Creek Elementary in 
Caswell County and Woodland 
Elementary School in Semora were 
the runner-up winners of $250 each.  

Physical Education teacher Rich-
ard Hughes of Woodland Elemen-
tary submitted the “Woodland 
Slide” from the SPEAK Physical 
Education curriculum to create a 
dance video showing how Woodland 
is committed to the environment by 
striving to conserve energy.  

The school plans to use the 
prize money to focus on science 
and health/nutrition resources.  

Local Schools Show Us 
Their Power Videos

(Continued on page 19)

Pathways Elemen-
tary School teachers 
David O’Neal and 
Wayne Wilson sub-
mitted the winning 
entry in the Coop-
erative’s “Show Us 
Your Power” video 
contest.
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From Your President...

R. G. Brecheisen
President & Chief Executive Officer 

Is America Ready for the Electric Car? 

If Your Power Goes Out, Call Us... 
If your power goes out, call Piedmont Electric’s outage 

re- porting number —800.449.2667—to report the outage.
The Cooperative uses your phone number to de-

termine your service location when you use the auto-
mated outage reporting system to report a service outage. If, like some 
folks—you no longer have a land line and use a cellular phone, please 
make sure to let the Cooperative know. Unless we have your correct 
phone number(s), we may not be able to pinpoint your outage location 
as quickly.

Please complete and return the form on your monthly billing state-
ment if your telephone number has changed.

Much buzz surrounded the 
2011 release of electric vehicles 
by two prominent automakers. 

The Chevrolet Volt and the 
Nissan Leaf were hailed as “the 
future is now” cars that would 
usher in a new era of energy inde-
pendence and technological inno-
vation for the United States.

One question we hear a lot 
about electric cars is their affect 
on the environment. 

Because you plug them in just 
like any other appliance—creating 
more work for power plants—will 
we really prevent carbon emissions? 

According to the Electric Pow-
er Research Institute, the short 
answer is yes. Despite the extra 
load, various airborne emissions 
will decline with the onset of elec-
tric cars. 

Each region of the country will 
see reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions over several decades, 
thanks in part to technologies that 
decrease carbon dioxide emissions 
from power plants. 

In addition, electric cars could 
actually help electric cooperatives 

if consumers plug them in at night. 
That helps the system run more 
efficiently because at night power 
costs and demand are at their 
lowest.

Keep in mind that while the 
current purchase price of electric 
vehicles is typically higher than 
comparable non-electric car mod-
els, the federal tax credit ($7,500 
for vehicles like the Nissan Leaf, 
Chevrolet Volt and Ford Focus) 
can actually make them less ex-
pensive to purchase.

In addition, switching from gas-
oline to electricity as a driving fuel 
can save well over $1,000 per year 
in fuel costs for an owner driving 
more than 300 miles per week.

Electric cars come with a plug 
that allows charging from any stan-
dard residential outlet.

If the owner would like to 
charge the battery more quickly, 
he/she can have an electrician 
install a Level2 (240-volt circuit) 
charging station which will reduce 
the charging time.

Cities across the country are 
attempting to do their part—elec-

tric vehicle charging stations are 
springing up at various locations. 

In fact, Orange County has in-
stalled 12 electric car charging sta-
tions for use by the general public.  

All of the stations are “Level 
2” type stations, capable of fully 
energizing an electric car in ap-
proximately three to six hours, 
depending on the vehicle.  

Only time will tell just how 
quickly the electric vehicle is in-
corporated into the majority of 
our everyday lives. 

As of this writing, there are 
close to 200 electric vehicles in 
the Triangle area. 

Please contact Piedmont before 
you buy your plug-in car.  We can 
help you avoid any surprises and 
discuss rate options.

• • •
Because it’s important for our 

elected officials to know how 
specific legislation will affect both 
the Cooperative and our mem-
bers, Piedmont Electric joins with 
electric cooperatives nationwide  
in asking members to visit the 
takeaction.nreca.coop website and 
send Congress a message to stop 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency from passing regulations 
that would eliminate coal as a fuel 
source for the next generation of 
power plants. It is essential that 
we keep coal as a fuel option for 
future baseload generation.

We need our members’ voices 
to communicate the importance 
of keeping coal as a fuel source 
option for the United States.
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n 2,008 members have signed up for the use monitoring portion of 
www.MyUsage.com 

n 779 members are participating in the FlexPay Program
n 459 members have turned in receipts for 4,456 CFLs, representing 

a total of 1,528,408 kWhs saved toward our Senate Bill 3 Mandate 
n 35 solar water heater rebates given to members
n 869 electric water heater wraps sold
n 567 residential members on Time-of-Day Rates
n 817 visits to TogetherWeSave.com for a total calculated savings with 

the home savings calculator tool of $289,818.51
n 271 members have signed up to participate in the “Beat the Peak” 

program

By the Numbers...

Please contact the Coopera-
tive if you plan to buy an electric 
vehicle that will be charged at your 
home or business served by Pied-
mont Electric. We need to ensure 
the distribution transformer and 
conductors are adequately sized 
to serve this 
added load and 
that no safety 
issues exist.

Is an ElEctrIc car 
In Your FuturE?

    It’s YOUR time to “Help 
Beat the Peak!” Volunteer to 
limit electricity use between 

1 p.m. and 6 p.m. on hot 
summer days. Text BTPEAK 

to 85700 to enroll for text 
alerts, or email 

BeatThePeak@pemc.coop 
to sign up for email alerts. 

Third grade teacher Beth Kirby 
of Stoney Creek Elementary sub-
mitted an assortment of videos 
about energy efficiency and how 
energy travels.  The school plans 
to use the money next year in sci-
ence class for an electrical soda 
can lamp project.

These winning videos are on 
Piedmont Electric’s Facebook Page 
which can be found on our web-
site at www.pemc.coop.

Don’t let warmer weather turn 
into “summertime blues” when 
your monthly electric bill arrives. 
Here are some energy-saving tips 
from Piedmont 
Electric.

During 
warmer months, 
raising the ther-
mostat a few 
degrees can save 
money, too. Set 
the temperature 
between 78-80 
degrees F., and you could save up 
to 8% on monthly cooling bills. 

Programmable thermostats 
make it easy to save by offering 
four pre-programmed settings to 
regulate a home’s temperature 
throughout the year. 

Be a “fan-atic.” While they don’t 
replace air conditioners or heat 
pumps, fans move air and help you 

‘Power’ Video Winners
(Continued from page 17)

feel more comfortable. On milder 
days, fans can save as much as 60% 
on electric bills. Fans cool people, 
not rooms, so turn them off when 

you leave.   
Regular air 

conditioner 
maintenance is 
essential. Pied-
mont Electric 
recommends 
members have 
their HVAC 
systems ser-

viced annually by a certified tech-
nician.  The HVAC professional 
will check your entire system to 
make sure it runs efficiently. This 
will help to extend life of the sys-
tem and save money.   

Look for ENERGY STAR 
equipment. When it’s time to 
replace your cooling system, To-
getherWeSave.com recommends 
replacing it with an ENERGY 
STAR-qualified model. Doing so 
could reduce your energy costs 
by as much as 30%.  

Bigger isn’t always better. Too 
often, cooling equipment isn’t 
sized properly and leads to higher 
electric bills. A unit that’s too 
large for your home will not cool 
evenly and might produce higher 
humidity indoors.  

Instead of getting burned this 

Tips for Curbing High Summer Electric Bills

Teachers are reminded that 
Bright Ideas Grant applications 
will be due not long after school 
starts again in the Fall!

The primary elements of the 
online application process include 
an explanation of the project and 
its creative elements, as well as its 
potential benefits to students. 

A sample application and 
contact information for program 
coordinators are available on the 
Bright Ideas website, www.ncbright-
ideas.com.

Grant Deadline Coming

summer by high energy bills, visit 
www.energysavers.gov or Touch-
stone Energy® Cooperatives’ 
energy-saving website, www.Togeth-
erWeSave.com, for more money-
saving ideas. Or, call the energy 
specialists at Piedmont Electric.

BeatthePeak!
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Published monthly for the members of 
Piedmont Electric Membership Corp.
2500 N.C. Highway 86 South, P. O. 

Drawer 1179, Hillsborough, N.C. 27278

R. G. Brecheisen, President & CEO

DIRECTORS:
Bill R. Barber, Chairman

Paul L. Bailey, Vice Chairman 
Douglas Simmons, Secretary
Richal Vanhook,  Treasurer

Stephen C. Long, David Poythress, 
Richard Roberts, Sam T. Woods & 

Talmadge W. Yancey
•••

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday—Friday

Hillsborough: 919.732.2123• Caswell 
County: 336.421.1296

Roxboro: 336.599.0151• Elsewhere in 
North Carolina:  800.222.3107

To report an outage 24 hours a day: 
800.449.2667*

To access account information 24 hours 
a day: 800.548.2105*

*Voice instructions will direct you 
through the system.
Call BEFORE You Dig: 

800.632.4949 or 811
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

Piedmont Electric

Cathy J. Johnson, CCC, Editor

ConneCtion

Clara Denny 
of Roxboro, N.C. 
passed on this 
recipe for “Old 
Fashioned Dark 
Fruit Cake.” She 
will receive a copy of a cookbook 
from the Cooperative Council of 
N.C. for having her recipe printed.

If you have a favorite recipe you 
want to share with other Piedmont 
Electric members, please send it 
to: Pass It On, c/o Piedmont Con-
nection, P.O. Drawer 1179, Hills-
borough, NC 27278, or you may 
include it with your monthly pay-
ment. Please remember to check all 
ingredients and cooking directions.

July 
Right-of-Way 
Maintenance

Orange County
Dimmocks Mill Road

Oakdale Drive
Ben Johnson Road

Person County
Halifax Road

Allensville Road
Gentry Ridge Road

Locations subject to change due to 
uncontrollable circumstances

Pass It On...

1/2 pound candied cherries
1/2 pound candied pineapple
1/2 pound candied fruit mix
2 boxes raisins
1-1/2 pound pecans, cut up
1 small package figs
2 to 6 tablespoons wine
1 #2 can applesauce
1 box brown sugar
8 eggs
1 cup white sugar
2 sticks butter
3 cups plain flour
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
1/2 teaspoon allspice

Mix fruit and nuts together; 
soak in three or four tablespoons 
of wine for 24 hours. Mix other 
ingredients together, then pour 
over fruit

Line a tube pan with waxed 
paper, then pour mixture into pan.

Bake at 200o for 1-1/2 hours, 
then at 300o for another 1-1/2 to 
two hours. Place a small pan filled 
with water on the bottom shelf 
of the oven. 

Pour 2 to 3 tablespoons of 
wine on cake once it is removed 
from the pan.

Old Fashioned Dark 
Fruit Cake

Amber Oliver Maggie Russell Andrea StewartAndrew Steffan

Four local high school se-
niors have each been awarded 
a $1,000 scholarship from Pied-
mont Electric. All of the students 
live in households served by the 
Cooperative.

They were selected for the 
scholarships by an independent 
panel of judges based on formal 
applications.

This year’s winners include: Am-
ber Oliver, Maggie Russell, Andrew 
Steffan and Andrea Stewart.

Amber, daughter of Karen and 
Tony Oliver of Bahama, is a gradu-
ate of Northern High School in 
Durham. She plans to attend Duke 
University.

Maggie, daughter of Cynthia 
and Gary Russell of Rougemont, is 
a graduate of Roxboro Community 
School in Roxboro. The valedictori-
an of her class, she plans to attend 
the University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte.

Andrew, son of Kim and John 

Students Awarded Scholarships
Steffan of Mebane, is a graduate 
of Bartlett Yancey High School in 
Yanceyville. He will attend North 
Carolina State University.

Andrea, daughter of Anne and 
Randy Stewart of Hillsborough, is 
a graduate of Orange High School 
in Hillsborough. She will attend the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.


