
Even small changes can add up to big savings.  Try implementing these five 
simple steps to make your home more energy efficient.  Go to  
TogetherWeSave.com and take the interactive home tour to find more tips 
and savings calculators.

1) Adjust your thermostat.
For every degree you lower your 
heat in the 60°F to 70°F range, you’ll 
save up to 5 percent on heating costs.

If you adjust your thermostat from 
70°F to 67°F, you can save up to 
$236 per year.

2) Pull the plug.
Did you know many modern appli-
ances draw electricity even when 
they are switched off?

If you unplug your TV, DVR, gaming 
system and satellite system when not 
in use, you can save up to $174 per 
year.

3) Turn off the lights.
Lighting typically contributes 12-
15% of your total electric bill.  Just 
the simple act of turning off can 
make a noticeable difference.

If you consistently turned off 8 lights, 
you could save up to $80 per year.

4) Adjust your water heater.
On average, water heating makes up 
14% -16% of your annual energy bill.  
Adjusting the temperature just a few 
degrees reduces your energy demand, 
and your monthly bill!

If you set your water heater to the 
lowest setting (115°F -120°F ), each 
year you could save up to $73.

5) Adjust your blinds.
In the winter, open your blinds to let 
in the heat of the sun.  In the summer, 
keep them closed to keep the heat 
out.  

If you adjust your blinds seasonally, 
each year you could save up to $35.
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Piedmont Electric

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

Annual Meeting Set  
for April 12

Palmetto State Quartet will entertain 
at this year’s Annual Meeting at  
Orange High School on Friday, April 
12. Registration begins at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by the business meeting at  
8 p.m.

Take Charge!
Free & Easy 
 Steps you can take to lower your electricity bill

Information is power
Check out these two great  
Cooperative member websites 
for money saving tips and articles.

TogetherWeSave.com
This information-
packed website 
is your one-stop 
resource for money 
and energy savings 
tools including:

• An interactive home tour 
• Quick energy savings tips
• Savings calculators
• How-to videos, and more

MyUsage.com
As a Cooperative 
member, you can take 
advantage of this site 
to monitor and track 
the electricity you use 
in your home on a 
day-to-day basis. 

Visit MyUsage.com to:

• Sign up for daily email alerts 
about your energy usage

• Use the information to make 
adjustments in your usage

• Avoid any “surprise” bills 
that are higher than you 
expected.
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Estimated yearly savings

up to $598*
*Based on an average home 
& average utility usage

Hillsborough, N.C. www.pemc.coop 1.800.222.3107 March 2013
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If Your Power Goes Out, Call Us... 
If your power goes out, call Piedmont Electric’s outage report-
ing number —800-449-2667—to report the outage.

The Cooperative uses your phone number to determine your 
service location when you use the automated outage report-
ing system to report a service outage. If, like some folks—you no longer have 
a land line and use a cellular phone, please make sure to let the Cooperative 
know. Unless we have your correct phone number(s), we may not be able to 
pinpoint your outage location as quickly. Please complete and return the form 
on your monthly billing statement if your telephone number has changed, or 
call 800-222-3107 to let us know.

From Your President

R. G. Brecheisen

President & Chief Executive Officer 

75 Years of Working Together...

Right-of-Way 
Activity for 

March
Orange County

Brown Road
Breeze Road

Walnut Grove Church Road
Ormond Road

Laws Store Road
Little River Church Road
(and surrounding areas)

Locations SUBJECT TO CHANGE due to 
uncontrollable circumstances

Next month Piedmont Electric will 
hold its annual meeting of the  
members of the Cooperative. 

This is the single most important day 
of the year for your cooperative, and 
it holds even more significance this 
year as we celebrate 75 years of  
doing business in the community.

Since the very first day in 1938 when 
our founders met to see if bringing 
electricity to their homes was more 
than an impossible dream, community 
leaders have worked to make Pied-
mont Electric what it is today.

Initially, the first 391 member-consum-
ers were located in Orange County. 
It wasn’t until after World War II that 
members in Alamance, Caswell, Dur-
ham, Granville and Person counties 
were able to receive electricity from 
the Cooperative.

The list of achievements has contin-
ued to grow. In more recent years 
Piedmont became the first electric 
utility in the state to offer advanced 
meters to every member.

We were also in the forefront of 
installing load control programs in 
North Carolina.

Today there are more than 32,000 
member-consumers served by the 
Cooperative.

Many things have changed in the past 
75 years, but the principles on which 
Piedmont Electric was built have  
remained the same as they were 
when the Cooperative began.

We are still owned by those we 
serve, and every member has one 
vote, regardless of the amount of 
electricity he/she buys.

Piedmont Electric has strong ties with 
our sister cooperatives, helping out—
and receiving help—during major 
power outages.

As a not-for-profit corporation, the 
profits that remain after all the  
Cooperative’s bills have been paid 
are returned to the members.  Over 
the years members have received 
over $17 million in the form of capital 
credit refunds/member dividends.

There is strong leadership on the 
Cooperative’s Board of Directors—
directors you and other members 
have elected each year.  This is a very 
important part of your membership 
privileges.

On April 12 you will have an impor-
tant role to play in the future of 
Piedmont Electric.

Not only will you have the op-
portunity to learn more about the 
progress and plans for the future of 
your business, you will also have the 
responsibility of electing three fellow 
members to the Cooperative’s Board 
of Directors.

Please circle the date on your calen-
dars and make plans now to attend 
this year’s annual meeting of the 
members. 

For 75 years Piedmont Electric has 
been bringing reliable power to your 
homes and businesses. And, we’ve 
been working to empower you to 
make the most of the energy you buy.

We hope to see you at Orange High 
School on Friday, April 12.
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Youth Program 
Applications Due
Some important deadlines are com-
ing up for the Cooperative’s young 
people who want to participate 
in programs offered by Piedmont 
Electric.

Applications are available at 
www.pemc.coop for each of the 

programs.
For younger students in grades six 
through eight, the deadline for appli-
cations for the 2013-2014 Touchstone 
Energy Basketball Camps is March 30, 
2013.

Female students may apply for the 
Kellie Harper Wolfpack Basketball 
Academy which will be held during 
the week of August 1-4 on the cam-
pus of N.C. State University. 

Male students can apply for a schol-
arship to attend the Roy Williams 
Carolina Basketball Camp, which is 
scheduled for June 15—19 at UNC 
Chapel Hill. 

• • •
Rising high school juniors and seniors 
are eligible to apply for an all-expens-
es-paid Rural Electric Youth Tour to 
Washington, DC, scheduled for the 
week of June 15-21.

Applications are due April 1, 2013.
• • •

High school seniors who wish to 
apply for one of four $1,500 scholar-
ships from Piedmont Electric must 
have a completed application at any 
one of the Cooperative’s offices no 
later than 4:30 p.m., on April 1, 2013.

The scholarships are for high school 
seniors in the Cooperative’s service 
area who are planning to attend a 
four-year college or technical school. 

For additional information and ap-
plication forms for any of these 
programs, please go to Piedmont 
Electric’s website at  
www.pemc.coop.

You’ve had your fridge forever. With 
the exception of some crumbling 
parts of the seal, it’s in pretty good 
shape and keeps your food cold. 
Why worry about budgeting for an 
upgrade?

For starters, inefficient appliances can 
have a huge impact on your home’s 
monthly electric bill. Replacing a re-
frigerator made before 1993 with a 
new, ENERGY STAR-rated model 
could knock $65 to $100 off your 
power costs each year. 

When evaluating older appliances, 
one key question emerges: Which 
is the biggest user? To estimate the 
energy use of an appliance, use this 
general formula provided by the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s  
EnergySavers.gov: 

(Wattage × Hours used per day × 
Days used per year) ÷ 1,000 = Annual 

kilowatt-hour (kWh) used 

Remember: 1,000 watts equals  one 
kilowatt (kW).

Then calculate the annual cost to use 
an appliance by multiplying the kWh 
per year by rate per kWh used. 

You can usually find the wattage of 
most appliances stamped on the bot-
tom or back of the appliance or on its 
nameplate. The wattage listed shows 
the maximum power drawn by the 
appliance. 

Because some appliances have a 
range of settings—just like the vol-
ume on a radio—the actual amount 
of power used depends on the setting 
used at any one time. 

Keep in mind that as electronics and 
appliances become more technologi-
cally savvy, they often draw power 
even while turned off. 

A good indicator of this—called 
“phantom load”—is to check the 
device for a light that stays on all the 
time. 

Phantom load will add a few watt-
hours to energy use, but a few 
watt-hours on each of your many 
electronic devices adds up. 

To avoid this silent power draw, un-
plug the device or invest in a “smart” 
power strip, which allows certain 
electronics—like a cable box, which 
takes time to reboot after it’s been 
unplugged—to continue using elec-
tricity while others can be completely 
shut down.

Here are examples of the range of 
wattages for common household 
appliances:

• Clothes washer: 350–500 W 

• Clothes dryer : 1800–5000 W 

• Dishwasher: 1200–2400 W (heat 
drying feature increases energy use) 

• Hair dryer : 1200–1875 W 

• Microwave oven: 750–1100 W

• Refrigerator (frost-free, 16 cubic 
feet): 725 W

Once you calculate how much money 
you spend to run aging home appli-
ances, compare this to what it would 
cost to use more efficient models.

MyUsage.com is a valuable tool that 
can help you track and monitor these 
changes.

Photo: Whirlpool Corporation

Learn to 
Estimate 

Appliances’ 
Energy Use
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Published monthly for the members of 
Piedmont Electric Membership Corp.
2500 N.C. Highway 86 South, P. O. 

Drawer 1179, Hillsborough, N.C. 27278

R. G. Brecheisen, President & CEO

DIRECTORS:
Bill R. Barber, Chairman

Paul L. Bailey, Vice Chairman 
Sam T. Woods, Secretary

Richal Vanhook,  Treasurer
J. Randy Kinley, Stephen C. Long, 
David Poythress, Richard Roberts,  

& Talmadge W. Yancey
•••

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday—Friday

Hillsborough: 919.732.2123• Caswell 
County: 336.421.1296

Roxboro: 336.599.0151• Elsewhere in 
North Carolina:  800.222.3107

To report an outage 24 hours a day: 
800.449.2667*

To pay account and access account 
information by phone 24 hours a day: 

877.999.3394*
* Voice instructions will  

direct you through the system.

Call BEFORE You Dig:  
800.632.4949 or 811

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

ConneCtion
Piedmont Electricn 2,111 members have signed up 

for the use monitoring portion of 
www.MyUsage.com 

n 854 members are participating in 
the FlexPay Program

n 474 members have turned in re-
ceipts for 4,561 CFLs, representing 
a total of 1,564,423 kWhs saved 
toward our Senate Bill 3 Mandate 

n 38 solar water heater rebates given 
to members

n 902 electric water heater wraps 
sold

n 579 residential members on Time-
of-Day Rates

n 929 visits to TogetherWeSave.com 
for a total calculated savings with 
the home savings calculator tool of 
$343,961.51

n 505 members have signed up to 
participate in the “Beat the Peak” 
program

By the Numbers...

Holiday Schedule & Office Hours
Piedmont Electric & ElecTel CCU will be closed Friday, March 29, for 
the Easter holiday. Employees will be on call. 

Please have a safe holiday.

New Businesses Added to 
Co-op Connections® Card

Piedmont Electric has almost 40 local businesses who par-
ticipate in the Co-op Connections Card program.  Four new ones have 

signed up to participate in the last month.  They include:

n Partylite By Faicia Elliott  
   $5 off your on-line  
    purchase of $30 or more

n Crowning Glory Hair Boutique  
    20% off first visit 

n Apple Security and Electronics  
    5% off an Installed  
    Home Security System

n AA Self Storage - Butner, NC 
    $50 off first month’s rent

n Health Center of Hillsborough  
    $50 for initial consult

Visit Piedmont Electric’s website, 
www.pemc.coop and click on the Co-
op Connections Card for a complete 
listing of participating local businesses, 
national businesses, dentists, chiro-
practors, vision care and pharmacies. 
Piedmont Electric welcomes new 
participating businesses! 

Contact Rachel Phelps Hawkins at 
919.644.3402 for additional information.  

Your heat pump can use 10% to 25% 
more energy if it’s not properly main-
tained. Check the air filter monthly, 
and replace when it’s dirty to keep 
parts from working too hard or be-
coming damaged. Keep brush and 
plants tidy around the outdoor unit, 
and dust the return registers inside. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 

Change Filters 
Each Month to 
Save Money

Time to Replace  
Your HVAC System?

Did you know that heat pumps offer 
an energy-efficient alternative to gas 
furnaces? 

Heat pumps can provide up to three 
times more heat than the energy they 
use.  And they can reduce your cost 
for heating by up to 70% compared 
to liquid propane furnaces. 

If you’d like help determining the 
most cost efficient option for your 
home, contact us at 1.800.222.3107


