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FEATURE ARTICLE

DON’T FORGET!
Applications for the Bright Ideas 
Grant Program are now being 
accepted! Early-bird deadline is 
August 15, 2014. Submit your 
application early and be entered 
to win one of five $100 Visa gift 
cards. Final applications are due 
September 19, 2014.

Visit www.ncbrightideas.com to apply.

LED REBATES FOR $1
We are discontinuing CFL 
rebates and offering a  
$1/LED bulb rebate up to 
$15/year. Visit pemc.coop 
for more info. 

Piedmont Electric  
will be closed for 
Independence Day.
Employees will be on call.

JUL
4

WILL R-O-W ACTIVITY TAKE  
PLACE IN YOUR AREA?
TURN TO PAGE 27 TO FIND OUT

STATE SALES TAX 
INCREASE EFFECTIVE 
JULY 1
LEARN MORE ON PAGE 27

PREPARE NOW FOR SUMMER STORMS

Late summer presents the greatest 
risk for hurricanes in North Carolina. 
Preparing for storms now can help 
keep you and your family safe!

Before The Storm
The most important thing you can do 
before a storm is create an emergency 
kit. This kit should have enough 
supplies for 3 days, in case you are in 
your home without electricity. Some 
common staples are:

• 3 day supply of nonperishable food
• Non-electric can opener
• 1 gallon of water per person per day
• Your important prescription drugs
• First Aid Kit, blankets, and matches
• Dry chemical fire extinguisher
• Flashlight
• Battery powered radio
• Extra batteries 

During the Storm
As storms approach, be sure to unplug 
as many devices as possible around 
your house. This will keep appliances 
from getting damage during electrical 
surges and may help prevent a fire in 
your home. 

After the Storm
After the storm be sure to stay 
away from flooded areas. Note that 
submerged outlets or electrical cords 
may energize the water, posing a 
lethal electrocution threat. 

Always avoid downed power lines, 
as they can carry an electric current 
strong enough to cause serious injury 
or death. The ground around downed 
lines can even carry an electric current. 
If you see a downed power line, call 
800.222.3107 immediately to report the 
damage to Piedmont Electric.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Before the summer heat and 
summertime power bills start to 
make you sweat, we encourage you 
to make a few changes to cut your 
energy consumption, as a member. 
At Piedmont Electric, we 
are committed to providing 
safe, reliable and affordable 
energy to each and every one 
of our members year round. 
As an electric cooperative and 
purchaser of electricity, however, 
there is only so much we can 
do alone. It is through the 
cooperation of active members 
of this cooperative that we can all 
save money; remember, we are  
all in it together.

As a member of Piedmont Electric, 
you have control over your bill in 
more ways than you might think. Of 
course, turning off and unplugging 
various appliances when not in use, 
turning the temperature up on your 
air conditioner and ensuring that all 
appliances are properly maintained 
are easy ways to save money on a 
day-to-day basis. But you can also 
help to determine how much you will 
be charged for energy in the future. 
Piedmont Electric’s rates are designed 
to recover the cost of the cooperative. 
Our largest expense is the cost of 
wholesale power we purchase. A 
major component of our wholesale 

Saving money 
together, the 
Cooperative way.

R.G. Brecheisen
President & CEO of Piedmont Electric

power cost is our peak demand, which 
occurs during peak hours on peak days.

Piedmont Electric offers a number of 
programs that our members can use 
to “Beat the Peak.” Load Control, the 
Beat the Peak notification program 
and Time-of-Day rates are all ways 
you can get involved and join with 
your friends and neighbors in helping 
the cooperative save as a whole. You 
can find out more in the “Save Energy 
and Money” section of our website,  
www.pemc.coop.

As a provider of electricity, Piedmont 
Electric is also working hard behind 
the scenes to help beat the peak. 
Internal programs such as Volt 
Management allow the cooperative 
to actively control the way we 
distribute energy, making ourselves 

more efficient during periods of peak 
demand without any interruption 
in service. This year, 12 substations 
in our service area will be equipped 
with this money-saving technology, 
with more scheduled to come online 
over the next few years.

Rest assured that your cooperative 
is always working to help make 
electricity more affordable, and 
with the help of our members, I’m 
confident we can achieve that goal.

At the time of this writing, the 
draft EPA regulations for existing 
coal plants were released. Your 
cooperative will be analyzing  
the draft regulations and working 
with the EPA to ensure balanced 
consideration of affordability, 
reliability and environmental 
responsibility.

CO-OP CONNECTIONS® CARD

Visit www.connections.coop/pemc  
for discount details.

Use your card this 
Summer. Show it and 
save. It's that easy!

Join today by including this insert  
with your next electric bill or by  
calling 800.222.3107
Name

Phone Number 

Best Time to Call      Morning      Afternoon      Evening

SIGN ME UP FOR LOAD CONTROL 

Receive a FREE 
electric water heater 
wrap kit ($55 retail 
value) with sign up!
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RIGHT-OF-WAY ACTIVITY
JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER OVERVIEW

July August September

July

DURHAM COUNTY
• Carver Rd
• Red Mountain Rd
• Moriah Rd
• Hampton Rd
• Bill Poole Rd

August

CASWELL COUNTY
• Cherry Grove Rd
• Turner Rd
• Brintle Rd
• Pagetown Rd
• Boone Rd
• Rice Rd

• Camp Springs Rd
• Shaw Rd
• Stadler Rd
• Kerr Chapel Rd
• Whitesell Brothers Rd

September

CASWELL COUNTY
• NC Hwy 119 N
• Griers Church Rd
• Hightowers Rd
• Corbett Ridge Rd
• John Oakley Rd

(and surrounding areas)

• Egypt Rd
• Ridgeville Rd
• Russell Loop Rd
• Roxboro Lake Rd

Locations are SUBJECT TO CHANGE due to  
weather and other uncontrollable circumstances.

IMPACTS OF THE NC SALES TAX INCREASE

During the 2013 session of the North 
Carolina General Assembly, House 
Bill 998 was enacted, bringing with it 
numerous changes to the tax structure 
in North Carolina, including the taxes 
that electric utilities such as Piedmont 
Electric must collect. 

In previous years, two types of 
mandated taxes were reflected on 
members’ energy bills, a 3% sales 
tax that was directly listed on your 
monthly statement and a 3.22% 

“franchise tax”, which was included  
in the rates we charge for  
energy consumption. 

The new tax structure, which goes 
into effect on July 1, 2014, eliminates 
the 3.22% franchise tax and raises the 

sales tax reflected on your bill to 7%. 
Our members will notice a reduction 
in the amount we charge for rates, 
and an increase in the amount of 
sales tax on your bill. For an electric 
bill of $100, the net increase in your 
bill attributed to the tax law change 
will be 68 cents. Piedmont Electric 
will continue to be responsible for 
collecting and remitting the sales  
tax to the North Carolina Department 
of Revenue.

Farmers or manufacturers may 
be exempt from the 7% sales tax 
by qualifying for the exemption 
requirements of the statute and 
submitting Form E-595E to 
Piedmont Electric. 

Additional information on 
this tax statute can be found 
on our website at pemc.coop/
about-my-co-op-rate-schedules.

Piedmont Electric wants our members 
to be aware of changing regulations 
that affect your energy bill. If you 
ever have any questions about your 
statement, please feel free to call us  
at 800.222.3107.
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Piedmont Electric Membership Corp.

2500 NC Highway 86 South  
PO Drawer 1179  
Hillsborough, NC 27278 

R.G. Brecheisen  
President and CEO

DIRECTORS
Bill R. Barber Chairman
Paul L. Bailey, Vice Chairman
Sam T. Woods, Secretary
Richal Vanhook, Treasurer
J. Randy Kinley, Stephen C. Long,  
David Poythress, Richard Roberts,  
Cyrus Vernon & Talmadge W. Yancey 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday, 8am–5pm
Hillsborough 919.732.2123
Caswell County 336.421.1296
Roxboro 336.599.0151
Elsewhere in North Carolina  
800.222.3107

800.449.2667
Our automated outage reporting 
system uses your phone number to 
determine your service location.  
That’s why it’s important to update the 
number connected to your account. 
If your number has changed, or if 
you no longer have a land line, let 
us know by completing the form 
that comes in your monthly billing 
statement or calling 800.222.3107.

To report an outage 24 hours a day 
800.449.2667*

To pay account and access account 
information by phone 24 hours a day 
877.999.3394*

*Voice instructions will direct you through 
the system.

Call 811 BEFORE you dig

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

DIRTY FILTERS COULD BE COSTING YOU!

Many members may be surprised that 
a major culprit of high energy bills 
is as minor as an old filter. Clogged 
air filters could be costing you $82 
per year in wasted energy. Checking, 
changing or cleaning your filter once a 

month can help you save money  
and extend the life of your home’s 
HVAC system. 

To learn more about saving energy 
and money on your next power bill, 
visit pemc.coop/save-energy-money.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Brittney Melton – Roxboro, NC
Roxboro Community School
Will attend: Campbell University

Brad Barbee – Mebane, NC
Orange High School
Will attend: NC State University

Ben Kirby – Elon, NC
Bartlett Yancey High School
Will attend: Alamance Community College

Isaac Beverly – Bahama, NC
Durham Tech Middle College
Will attend: UNC-Chapel Hill

Mackenzie Cates – Efland, NC
Orange High School
Will attend: Lenoir-Rhyne University

PEMC recognizes its members and community as the lifeblood of the company 
and makes them a focal point in all that they do.

–Brad Barbee, PEMC Scholarship Winner

Kevin Parham – Hillsborough, NC
NC School of Science & Math
Will attend: UNC-Chapel Hill

IF YOUR POWER GOES  
OUT, CALL US... 

Congratulations to the following six local high school seniors who were 
awarded a $1,500 scholarship to the school they will be attending in the fall!


