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FEATURE ARTICLE

YOU HAVE THE POWER TO LOWER YOUR ENERGY BILL!

It’s easy to see how to save money 
when you’re out shopping. For 
instance, when you’re at the grocery 
store, you can see the connection 
between the products and brands you 
buy and your total bill. But when it 
comes to energy use in your home, it 
can be more difficult to clearly see the 
link between your daily choices and 
your monthly bill. 

Luckily, we have several tools that can 
lower your monthly bill and help you 
understand the link between how you 
use appliances in your home and the 
amount you pay for electricity each 
month. Piedmont Electric is always 
looking for tools and programs that 
help members lower their electric bills. 

If you want to lower your electric bill, 
sign up for these energy and money 
saving tools and programs today!

• MyUsage (part of SmartHub) shows 
daily information about your total 
energy consumption. How is that 
information useful? Try setting 

your thermostat to a different 
temperature for a few days, then log 
into SmartHub’s MyUsage to see 
how it impacts your daily usage, and 
ultimately, your monthly bill.

• Our Load Control program uses 
smart switches to cycle down your 
air conditioner or turn off your water 
heater during peak energy demand 
periods. This program reduces the 
cooperative’s overall energy costs  
and pays you for your enrollment. 

• You can take advantage of substantial 
monthly savings on your utility bill 
when you sign up for Time-of-Day 
Rates. By participating in this program, 
you agree to shift your energy usage 
from peak hours into lower-cost off 
peak hours. For example, during the 
hot summer months, choose to run 
your clothes dryer and dishwasher 
later in the evening or early morning 
instead of the middle of the day. 

Piedmont Electric  
will be closed for 
Labor Day.
Employees will be on call.

SEPT
1

PEPA DIARIES:  
FAMILY REUNION
LEARN MORE ON PAGE 27

NEW EPA LEGISLATION 
IMPACTS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVES
LEARN MORE ON PAGE 26

DON’T FORGET!
Applications for the Bright Ideas 
Grant Program are now being 
accepted! Early-bird deadline is 
August 15, 2014. Submit your 
application early and be entered 
to win one of five $100 Visa gift 
cards. Final applications are due 
September 19, 2014.

Visit www.ncbrightideas.com to apply.

YOU
HAVE THE
POWER
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Any of our members who have 
watched newscasts over the last couple 
of months will have heard the news 
regarding new regulations from 
the United States’ Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
regarding carbon emissions. These 
regulations, which are referred 
to as the “Clean Power Plan,” 
are designed to reduce carbon 
emissions, clean up air quality and 
help fight global warming. All of 
these changes come  
at a cost, which will be passed to 
all users of electricity in the form of 
higher rates for both commercial and 
residential members. 

The EPA’s new regulations will 
require North Carolina to reduce their 
emissions by 39% by 2030. Much of 
North Carolina’s energy generation 
comes from coal-fired power plants. 
Much of the investment into meeting 
these EPA standards will most likely 
be in the form of making these 
coal-fired plants more efficient. Our 
major concern is that the aggressive 
targets outlined by the regulations will 
increase cost and reduce reliability.

Piedmont Electric has partnered with 
North Carolina’s electric cooperatives 

to seek a balanced solution that 
helps to address the environmental 
concerns without overly burdening 
our members. Piedmont Electric is 
committed to working with state 
government officials and other 
stakeholders to ensure that any 
changes to EPA regulations do not 
affect our ability to provide safe, 
reliable and affordable power to  
our membership. 

As a member of an electric cooperative, 
you have a powerful voice in all of 
the decisions being made. The draft 
EPA regulations are open for public 
comment at www2.epa.gov/carbon-
pollution-standards/how-comment-
clean-power-plan-proposed-rule or 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

New EPA 
Legislation Needs 
to be Balanced

R.G. Brecheisen
President & CEO of Piedmont Electric

you can visit the national electric 
cooperative website which stresses 
a balanced approach at www.nreca.
coop/political-action/cooperative-
action-network/epa/. All comments 
are needed by October 16, 2014.

Stay tuned to future issues of the 
Piedmont Electric Connection for 
updates on the EPA’s Clean Power 
Plan and the efforts to find a balanced 
solution from your cooperative.

Join today by including this insert with your next 
electric bill or by calling 800.222.3107

Sign up for our Air Conditioning or Electric Water Heater Load Control programs!

Name

Phone Number 

Best Time to Call       Morning       Afternoon       Evening

SIGN ME UP FOR 
LOAD CONTROL 

Sign up for load control and get a

FREE GIFT!
Join now and receive a FREE electric water heater wrap kit!  
($55 retail value)

CO-OP CONNECTIONS® CARD

Use your card to access thousands 
of local and national discounts for 
Back to School purchases!

Piedmont Electric introduces the Co-op Connections® Cash Back Mall, where you can earn 
cash back on purchases of more than 300,000,000 products from more than 4,000 
online merchants, including Bass Pro Shops, Macy’s, Target and Walmart. Start today by 
visiting www.connections.coop/cashbackmall and download the free Cash Back 
Mall “Shopping Assistant” to quickly access cash back deals!



AUGUST 2014    CONNECTION    27

Piedmont Electric Membership Corporation

RIGHT-OF-WAY ACTIVITY
THIS MONTH’S

BY THE NUMB RS

945 MEMBERS
are participating in the FlexPay Program

made to TogetherWeSave.com, where you can 
learn more about the power of your electric 
cooperative membership.

1,016 VISITS 2 VISITS

927 MEMBERS
have installed electric water heater wrap kits

21 MEMBERS

1 MEMBER4 MEMBERS
have turned in receipts for 20 LED bulbs,  
representing a total of 11,720 kWhs  
saved toward our Senate Bill 3 Mandate

43 MEMBERS
received solar water heater rebates

608 RESIDENTIAL MEMBERS
have signed up for Time-of-Day Rates

601 MEMBERS
have signed up to participate in the  

“Beat the Peak” program

1,374 MEMBERS 
are participating in Project Helping Hand

CASWELL COUNTY
• Cherry Grove Rd
• Turner Rd
• Brintle Rd
• Pagetown Rd
• Boone Rd
• Rice Rd

(and surrounding areas)

Locations are SUBJECT TO CHANGE due to  
uncontrollable circumstances.

4,623 MEMBERS
are participating in the Electric Water Heater  
Load Control Program

are participating in the A/C Load Control Program
6,073 MEMBERS 10 MEMBERS

PEPA DIARIES: FAMILY REUNION

The Piedmont Electric Powered 
Automobile or “PEPA” (pronounced 

“Peppa”) is a Ford C-MAX Energi Hybrid 
electric vehicle driven by Susan Cashion. 
In our quarterly column, the PEPA Diaries, 
we follow Susan’s adventures with PEPA 
as she drives across the Piedmont Electric 
Service area. 

The 2014 Piedmont Electric Annual 
Meeting was an exciting time for PEPA 
and I! Not only did we get another 
opportunity to put her on display for 
all of our members, but she also had 
a “family reunion” with a number of 
other electric vehicles also on display 
at the event. 

The vehicles included a Nissan Leaf,  
a 100% electric vehicle that never 
needs a drop of gas. Depending on 
how the owner drives the Leaf, or 
cousin Leaf as we like to call him, he 
can get an estimated average of 84 
miles per charge! Also in attendance 
was an electric Ford Fusion that can 
get up to 95 MPGe per charge! 

All of these electric vehicles are perfect 
for driving around town or for taking 
short trips out of town, but what 
about longer road trips for your own 
reunions with family and friends? 
The combination gas and electric Ford 
C-Max Energi Hybrid can switch to 
gas once the battery is drained, but 
for the Leaf, it’s important to know 
where charging stations are along your 
route. In North Carolina, there are 
currently 213 charging stations, and 
there are 8,222 charging stations across 
the United States as a whole! Luckily 
there are websites that will tell you 
where charging stations exist no matter 
where you are! Visit www.afdc.energy.
gov/fuels/electricity_locations.html to 
begin your charging station search. 

Piedmont Electric members who want 
to know more about the gas savings 
and the effects of charging on their 
power bill can check out our Electric 
Vehicle Calculator at www.pemc.coop 
under “Save Energy and Money.”  
Stay tuned to the PEPA Diaries for 
more adventures with the Piedmont 
Electric Powered Automobile! 

• Camp Springs Rd
• Shaw Rd
• Stadler Rd
• Kerr Chapel Rd
• Whitesell Brothers Rd

Piedmont Electric 
employees joined 
a representative 
from Michael 
Jordan Nissan to 
assist members 
who had questions 
about electric 
vehicles during our 
Annual Meeting.

1 MEMBER

6 MEMBERS

PEPA on display with several other electric vehicles at the 2014 Piedmont 
Electric Annual Meeting. PEPA is currently getting 82 MPGe. 
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IF YOUR POWER GOES  
OUT, CALL US... 
800.449.2667
Our automated outage reporting 
system uses your phone number to 
determine your service location.  
That’s why it’s important to update the 
number connected to your account. 
If your number has changed, or if 
you no longer have a land line, let 
us know by completing the form 
that comes in your monthly billing 
statement or calling 800.222.3107.

To report an outage 24 hours a day 
800.449.2667*

To pay account and access account 
information by phone 24 hours a day 
877.999.3394*

*Voice instructions will direct you through 
the system.

Call 811 BEFORE you dig

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

CALCULATORS AND APPS GIVE YOU THE POWER

SUMMER IS THE BEST TIME TO CONSIDER EFFICIENT HEAT PUMPS

Piedmont Electric understands 
that many different aspects of your 
life control how much power you 
consume. That’s why we have 
developed a number of calculators 
and applications to help you better 
understand your bill as well as the 
appliances and decisions that can 
increase your energy costs. You 
can find each of these calculators 
at pemc.coop/save-energy-money/
web-tools-and-apps/.

• Analyze My Bill  
Uses historical data from 
your energy account 
to provide cost saving 
recommendations and 
calculate actual power-
usage around the home. Perfect for 
understanding higher than average 
bills and finding ways to save! 

As the weather heats up rolling into 
the “Dog Days” of August, cold 
weather and space heaters are 
probably the last thing on most 
members’ minds. Late summer, is 
the perfect time of year for you to 
start thinking about how you will be 
heating your home this winter, and 
plan for any improvements you’ll  
need this fall. 

• Home Energy 
Calculator  
Even if you don’t 
have an account 
number handy, the 
Home Energy Calculator can help you 
find out where you are consuming the 
most energy. Simply answer a couple 
of questions about the appliances in 
your home and this calculator will 
recommend energy-saving solutions! 

• Lighting Calculator  
This app is a quick and easy way to see 
how changing light 
bulbs can save you 
money and help the 
environment! This 
calculator even lets 
you compare different types of bulbs 
so you can find the one that works best 
for you! 

If you have been using a space heater 
to heat your home during the winter, 
you might be surprised how much 
it costs to run. Head over to pemc.
coop/save-energy-money/ and click 

“Calculators and Apps” to use our 
Space Heater Calculator. This app will 
help you see how much energy a space 
heater uses each month and how that 
reflects in your energy bill. 

For some members, this summer or 
fall might be an opportunity to lose 
the space heater and move toward 
a more energy efficient heat pump. 
Piedmont Electric would love to guide 
you through the purchasing process 
by offering recommendations about 
different systems, so you can choose 
the best option for you and your family. 
To schedule an appointment with one 
of our HVAC Experts, call 919.732.212 
or 800.222.3107.


